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ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 


CoMMUNICATIONS. 


OBSERVATIONS ON ULCERATION OF 
THE OS AND CERVIX UTERI, ETC. 


By R. L. Payne, M. D., 
Of Lexington, North Carolina. 

Duricg a practice of eighteen years I haye 
treated a goodly number of female patients, 
and I am fully persuaded that a very large 
proportion of the diseases to which they are 
liable originate in disease or malposition of 
the uterus; and I am as fully convinced of 
the fact that these uterine maladies are much 
more common than even the majority of the 
medical profession are aware, or are will- 
ing to admit. I wish to speak of two cases 
only (which will illustrate a large number 
treated), of ulceration of the os and cervix 
uteri, not that I hope to advance any new 
ideas in practice, but that I may add my mite 
to the testimony of older and abler men who 
have gone before, and, perchance, awake the 
attention of physicians more fully to a disease 
80 common and so dangerous to the health, 
happiness and lives of the gentler sex. 

CHARLEs D. MEr@s, the ripe scholar, the 
accomplished gentleman and the true friend, 
whose memory will ever be held sacred and 
dear by thousands of his pupils all over the 
world, taught well and thoroughly the use of 
the nitrate of silver and kindred remedies so 
far as then known, but it remained for Dr. 
THomas and other able gynecologists of this 
age to give us complete and perfect treatises 
upon these diseases. 

Last June a lady was sent to me by a brother 
physician to be treated for prolapsus uteri. 
She had been in bad health since her Jast 
confinement, which was two years before this. 





Previous to this confinement she enjoyed ro- 
bust and vigorous health; but now she was 
emaciated, pale, hydrzemical; had a sorrow- 
ful, careworn, broken-down appearance ; com- 
plained of indigestion, pain in the head, pain 
low down in the back, and running down the 
thighs ; said that she had a constant sense of 
fullness, uneasiness and bearing down within 
the pelvis, and suffered constantly with pro- 
fuse leucorrhea. When she had her cata- 
menial periods the time oce»pied was longer 
and the flow more copious than natural. Upon 
examination by the touch I found the womb 
prolapsed, the cervix thickened and the os 
tincee so Jarge that I could introduce the fin- 
ger to the first joint. The sensation imparted 
to the finger was soft and spongy, unlike the 
firm, resisting feeling of health. The specu- 
lum revealed a smooth ulceration of both lips 
of the womb, extending up into the cervix. 
The color of the ulcerated surface was in- 
tensely red and presented a thickened, plushy 
or velvety appearance, and the whole was 
surrounded by a healthy margin of rose-col- 
ored mucous membrane. 

After thoro:ghly cleansing the parts with 
mops of soft cotton, a solution of nitrate of 
silver, thirty grains to the ounce of water, was 
applied with a camel’s hair pencil, and after- 
wards a large pledget of cotton saturated with 
glycerine was placed directly against the ulcer- 
ated surface and left there for ten or twelve 
hours. Injections of sulphate of zinc (one 
drachm to the quart of water) were used in full 
stream with a Davidson’s syringe, for fifteen 
minutes at a time, twice daily. A pill com- 
posed of 

R. Iron by hydrogen, gr.ij. 


Quinia sulp. grj. 
Extract gentian, gr.ij. M. 


was given after each meal, and a little brandy 
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or whisky toddy before meals. A generous 
diet, and plenty of fresh air made up the 
treatment. 

Another lady from the same locality came 
under treatment about the same time. Her 
case was similar except the symptoms were 
all more aggravated, more especially the dys- 
pepsia and leucorrhea, the latter being often 
bloody, purulent and acrid in its character. 
The speculum revealed an ulcer of the an- 
tericr lip, a regular granular degeneration 
with a rough uneven surface, which bled freely 
in different spots when touched with the cot- 
ton mop ; the posterior lip was not ulcerated, 
but enlarged and congested, and presented a 
sleek, shining, swollen appearance, with a 
heightened color. 

The treatment was not materially changed 
in this case. A stronger solution of the nitrate 
of silver was used, and instead of the simple 
toddy, the following bitters were recom- 
mended: 


R. Pulv. columbo, 
“ ; 


ss 
gentian, ss, 
Zi). 

i. 
Water, aa O. M 


Sig.—One tablespoonful one-half hour before 
each meal. 


The pills, injection, diet, etc., the same as 
in the first case. In both cases the nitrate of 
. silver was applied every two. or three weeks. 

These ladies improved in general health, 
pari passu with the improvement in the ul- 
cerations, and are both now in the enjoyment 
of excellent health, with a suitable degree 
of embonpoint, redness of cheeks, brilliancy 
of eyes, gracefulness of action, buoyancy of 

step, in truth, with all the outward signs of a 
vigorous and normal condition. In these cases 
the pain in the head and the dyspeptic symp- 
toms illustrate most beautifully Dr. MARSHALL 
HALL’s theory of reflex nervous action, and 
demonstrate most conclusively the fact that 
when the womb suffers the whole woman 
sympathizes. 

The sponge tent I have not found necessa- 
ry in many cases, the os and cervix being 
generally sufficiently open to admit of appli 
cations being made, as recommended by Dr. 
THomAS, and when the ulceration is confined 
to the os externum and cervix, I can see no 
necessity for running the risks of dilatation. 


As before remarked, I regard this disease 
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much more common than is generally sup. 
posed, andI am satisfied that many a poor 
woman, after dragging out a short and miser- 
able life, goes down to a premature grave—a 
victim sacrificed upon the altar of her own or 
her physician’s false modesty. I know the use 
of the speculum is still condemned by many 
and objected to by others as unnecessary, and 
although I am free to admit that its use may 
be sometimes abused, still I regard it a per- 
fect God send to woman, and I do not believe 
that the manifold ills to which she is heir, can 
be treated intelligently or successfully without 
it and I further believe that the physician 
who permits his patients to suffer, linger and 
die without its use, with all the lights of the 
nineteenth century before him, is a recreant 
to his trusts as a physician, and will be held re- 
sponsible for his ignorance or false modesty 
at the last great day. 

“ Propter solum wterum mulier est, id quod 
est,” an old maxim taught and believed by otr 
medical forefathers, has much of truth in it, 
and although I cannot fully indorse the opinion, 
yet I do believe that woman is what she is by 
reason of her reproductive nature, and I do 
not think that we can go far astray when in- 
vestiyating the symptoms in a female patient 
if we first look to the uterus and its appen- 
dages for the origin of a large percentage of 


all her ills. 
* * ~*~ * * * * * 


The foregoing remarks were written some- 
time before the letter of my neighbor, Dr. 
Henry T. BAHNSON came out, and were in- 
tended for the N. C. Medical Society, but 
since I concur so fully in the views expressed 
by the doctor, and since my own here ex- 


pressed are somewhat similar, I have conclud- 
ed to send the MS. to you. I have long en- 


joyed the reputation, among some of my 
brother chips, of being too much of a.“ finger 
smith ;”? nevertheless I can conscientiously 
assert that I have never subjected any woman 
to an examination with the speculum or other- 
wise, except to ascertain the nature and ex- 
tent of her diseases, and I can only mourn 
over the carelessuess, or absolute ignorance, 
of those physicians who permit their patients 
to die without a thorough investigation of 
their cases. A woman can no more help 
having uterine disease than she can prevent 
her tooth from aching, and it is the true call- 
ing and duty of the physician to investigate thor- 
oughly all diseases, and all causes of disease, 
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before he can treat the various “ills which 
flesh is. heir to’’ intelligently or properly. 
Then the conduct and remarks of some of our 
brethren in regard to these matters are sim- 
ply contemptible! They are behind the 
times, and I feel sorry for them, and especially 
sorry for their patients. One of the poets 
tells us that “ Where ignorance is bliss ’tis 


folly to be wise,” but we regard blissful igno-. 


rance of these subjects in this age as truly 
criminal. Some fourteen years ago I had a 
case of polypus so similar to the one spoken of 
by Dr. BAHNSON that I will give it. A Mrs. 
8. had been troubled with hemorrhage for 
four years, and had been under the treatment 
of four physicians, two of them graduates. 
The poor woman was reduced to the most ex- 
treme emaciation and anemia, and had every 
symptom which characterizes pclypus of the 
womb, yet not one of these men of extrenre 
modesty had ever examined her per vaginam. 

I applied a ligature around the pedicle of 
the tumor by means of Gooch’s double canula, 
and in three days after removed a polypus as 
large as an orange, since which she has en- 
joyed most excellent health. Will any one 
pretend to say that this helpless sufferer 
was not most shamefully neglected, who, if 
she had not been operated upon, would in a 
short time have been added to the long list of 
those who have fallen vict:ms to false modesty 
or ignorance? I regard true modesty as the 
brightest gem which sparkles in a woman’s 
crown of glory, and I respect it; notwithstand- 
ing, if I think it necessary to examine her for 
her own benefit, and she will not submit, I 
immediately abandon the case, and I have a 
supreme contempt for all the “ pish and tom- 
foolery,”” which prevents the honest physician 
from discharging a known duty. 


MEDICAL BREVITIES. 
By E. S. Drake, M. D., 


Of Whitesboro’, Texas. 

Percussion over the sacrum will reveal the 
condition of the rectum, whether empty or 
not. 

Vomiting can often be quickly relieved by 
the following 

R. Morph. sulphatis, gr.4. 
Aque, 3ij. M. 
Sig.—A teaspoonful every ten minutes, if ne- 
; allow no drinks with the doses, 

nor for some time after. 
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TO PROCURE A DAILY STOOL. 


At a regular hour every day, all things be- 
ing in readiness, tap gently and repeatedly on 
the anus with a bit of wood or any substance 
hard enough to produce irritation, and the 
sphincter will almost certainly relax after a 
while. The same plan will answer after an 
injection ; or better still, the pipe of the sy- 
ringe can be reinserted after a time ; or still 
better, a tube of larger size that will let solid 
parts pass. It has been our observation in some 
cases that there is spasmodic stricture of the 
sphincter ani, caused by the irritating charac- 
ter of the intestinal contents, especially when 
they are liquid, as they are more apt to regur- 
gitate than when semi-solid, into the colon, 
and be retained there ; the plan is obvious, to 
let them out when they*come down. An in- 
strument devised like a glove-stretcher would 
answer, with a sliding ring on it to keep the 
aperture free. It appears to us that a self- 
retaining instrument of this kind would facili- 
tate the discharges in dysentery and diarrhea, 
perhaps without so much pain and tenesmus 
as are usual in these cases. This latter appli- 
cation we have never tried and only offer it 
as a suggestion. 


A TAMPON. 


An ordinary cupping-glass, half filled with 
cotton or lint, soaked in some styptic, and 
pressed against the os uteri, in cases of hem- 
orrhage, makes a good tampon, simple and 
quickly applied, the rim of the glass acting as 
a mechanical impediment to the flow of blood, 
while the styptic is more effective by being 
thus inclosed and the vaginal tissue is saved 
from injury. An instrument made for the pur- 
pose would be preferable, especially in cases 
of placenia previa, by having a curved handle, 
which would project externally, so that the 
operator could keep up the necessary pressure 
in the intervals of pain. The cup could be 
made of India rubber, or some such material, 
so that it would be better adapted to the ine- 
qualities of surface presenting. The operator 
could thus, in our opinion, save blood to the 
woman and lessen the amount of hemorrhage, 
if he couldn’t check it altogether; he would 
render the instrument more effective if he 
would hook two fingers between the perineal 
commissure and make the vagina more tense. 
He could keep up the pressure until the wo- 
man was out of danger. I offer these sugges- 
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tions to the profession with the hope that they 
will be given a trial. 


VACCINATION. 
By W, J. Purcett, M. D., 
Of New York City. 

Owing to the prevalence and persistence of 
that loathesome disease, small-pox, in our 
midst, the question of the efficacy of vaccina. 
tion as a preventive has, as a matter of course, 
assumed considerable dimensions. Notwith- 
standing the practice of vaccination is at the 
present day almost universal in all civilized 
countries, and the experience of many years, 
much doubt exists as to its being all that its 
founder claimed for it. That such a doubt 
should exist in the minds of many persons 
admits of little surprise in this age of skepti- 
cism, and also in view of the fact that human 
nature is ever prone to doubt even in some 
cases the evidence of its ownsenses ; but that 
some medical men, and many of them, too, 
who have enjoyed ample means of satisfying 
themselves on this point, should be non-be- 
lievers in, and even opponents of, vaccination, 
occasions a good deal of astonishment. It 
surely does not follow because an isolated case 
of varioloid, or even variola, attacks a person 
who has b« en previously vaccinated, that vac- 
cination is useless and unnecessary. Observa- 
tion has showed, during the present epidemic, 
cases of confluent small-pox occurring the 
second and even the third time in the same 
individual, and yet bow firmly rooted is the 
belief in the minds of people that an attack of 
small-pox is a sure prevention against any 

ubsequent attack ; and so it generally is, but 
being a well proven rule, must of course have 
exceptions, and so the same holds good in re- 
gard to vaccination. 

The testimony of many eminent practition- 
ers, who have devoted years of close study 
and observation to the subject, both in this 
country and Europe, bas satisfactorily proved 
beyond a doubt, and the statistics clearly cor- 
roborate, that since the introduction of vac- 
cination small-pox has lost the greatest part 
of its terrors. If it has not been ccmpletely 
eradicated (a consummation most devoutly to 
be wished) from among the list of epidemic 
diseases, it has certainly been modified to a 
considerable extent, and brought more under 
control. 

In the year 1871 the Board of Health of 
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New York, in the absence of compulsory law, 
adopted the method of offering free vaccina- 
tion to the inhabitants. Medical Assistant 
Health Inspectors were appointed, who visited 
from house to house and vaccinated every per- 
son who consented to submit to the operation. 
This, although an eminently successful experi- 
ment, did not reach everybody, so the schools, 
public and private, were visited, and the fac. 
tories, workshops, newspaper and printing of- 
fices, and even lunatic asylums, received their 
share of attention, and thus thousands of per- 
sons gladly received the benefits of vaccina- 
tion who otherwise would never dream of 
resorting to it of their own volition. During 
that year over 100,000 persons were vaccinated 
by this means, and as regards the value of 
vaccination as a means of protection, the 
almost unanimous opinion of the best informed 
members of the medical profession is, that, 
when carefully and successfully performed it 
is a positive protection to the individual ; and 
the experience during the past year offers one 
of the strongest proofs of this truth, namely: 
in the fact that among all of those success- 
fully vaccinated or re-vaccinated, none have 
fallen victims to small-pox in any form, while 
numbers have been stricken with this disease 
who refused to be vaccinated. This fact is of 
constant occurrence and comes under observa- 
tion daily. Much of the successful protection 
afforded may be attributed to the fact that 
none but fresh virus, while in an active con- 
dition, was used. The practice being to use 
the virus selected from healthy infants only, 
within twenty-four hours from taking it from 
the arm, a mode of proceeding which, as the 
result proved in affording absolute protection 
to so large a number, is a most convincing 
argument in favor of its efficacy as a preventive 
when properly performed. 

Experience has sufficiently demonstrated 
the fact that lymph obtained from the human 
subject is fully as efficacious as that derived 
from the cow. From the difficulty of obtain- 
ing a sufficient quantity and a regular daily 
supply of fresh bovine lymph, vaccinators are 
compelled to use human lymph over and over 
again, with a successful result fully equal to 
that gained by using lymph direct from the 


cow. 
The importance of having pure lymph cat- 


not be overestimated. Much of the objections 
utged against vaccination arises from the ut- 
certainty in the minds of the people as to the 
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source whence the matter is derived. One of 
the most common objections that met the 
vaccinators was “ Doctor, I should wish very 
much to have my children vaccinated, but I 
am afraid the virus is not pure.’”? And no 
matter how eloquently the doctor may argue 
and explain, it will be of very little use. This 
and several other objections would soon dis- 
appear if there were a proper institution pro- 
vided by the State, and under the charge of 
the Health Department, for the cultivation of 
pure bovine or animal vaccine ; and connected 
therewith, practical instruction should be 
given as to the best methods for its applica- 
tion, for, notwithstanding that the operation 
is comparatively simple, it should form a part 
of the regular instruction of every medical 
student; for there are found to be as many 
different methods of application as there are 
medical men in the profession. 


A CASE OF SPINA BIFIDA. 
By Dr. F. H. Roore, M. D., 
Of Clifton Springs, N. Y. 

The following case is reported, hoping 
that the age to which the patient has attained 
will prove of sufficient interest to justify its 
publication. Although instances are men- 
tioned where the individual has survived from 
ten to thirty years, these, as is well known, 
are exceptional cases, the great majority ¢y- 
ing in infancy or early childhood : 

R. W.S., set. 35; native of Wisconsin ; oc- 
cupation, teacher; applied to the sanitari- 
um here located for treatment of paraplegia 
Upon examination found him the victia of 
spina bifida. The tumor, which is congenital, 
is situated on the sacrum, and extends four 
and three-fourth inches from the superior 
margin of the coccyx upward. Circumference 
at hase, eleven inches ; center, ten inches ; 
diameter at base, four inches ; apex, one inch. 
Left to itself its size varies but little ; con 
tains fluid and is nearly transparent, the 
superficial veins being prominent, firm pres- 
sure applied to it occasions severe temporal 
and frontal headache ; if increased, becoming 
also occipital. On one or two occasions he 
was rendered insensible from a blow directed 
upon it, in the most marked instance by the 
manipulations of a “‘ pummeling doctor ”’ out 
West, whose introductory move was to knock 
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him senseless through the transmitted jar 
upon the tumor. 

Recovering, and failing to appreciate his 
somewhat vigorous style of treatment, he put 
an end to further experiment by departing at 
once. Light, steady pressure upon it will re- 
lieve the congestive headaches to which he 
is subject ; steady pressure and manipulations 
will reduce it in about ten minutes, returning 
soon if exercise is attempted, but if pressure 
is contiaued it remains reduced without pain, 
for a while. 

As an infant, imperfect mobility of the 
lower extremities existed, but soon ceased to 
be observable, and for the first thirteen years 
he was apparently in perfect health, with the 
peculiarity that be could never maintain the 
upright posture without the support of the 
hand, or something answering the same pur- 
pose, as a belt tightly drawn upon the tumor. 
Briefly to trace the invasion of the paralysis : 
at the age of fourteen there was loss of motion of 
the first and second toes of the left foot, after- 
ward stiffaess appeared in ankle ; wasting of 
the muscles of entire limb followed, and later, 
weakness at the knee ; the limb if thrown over 
opposite one, became numb and useless until 
roused; during this time he was wo. king hard 
at his studies, and neglecting his lameness. 

At or about the age of twenty-two he began 
to use a crutch or cane, which he has since con- 
tinued to do. Four years later he became totally 
paralyzed in left limb, at which time the same 
course was gone through with on the right 
side. Heat or cold are not felt on either side. 
Incontinence of urine has for some time ex- 
isted, but no trouble is yet with the rectum ; 
only sufficient use of the right leg remains to 
admit of locomotion with the crutch and cane, 
and it is evidently soon to be useless. In ap- 
pearance the patient is spare and pale, proba- 
bly owing (in part at least) to the drainage 
upon the system of a large abscess near the 
tuberosity of the ischium of over a year’s 
standing, which has burrowed extensively 
among the gluteal muscles, and discharges 
freely. Notwithstanding this the general 
health is fair, appetite and digestion good, and 
bowels regular. The upper extremities are 
strong and sound. The treatment made use 
of, aside from that directed to the abscess, has 
been to build up the general health, which 
has improved perceptibly during the few weeks 
he has been with us. 
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ABSTRACT OF TRANSACTIONS OF THE 
MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 


(Continued from page 258 ) 
Kusso in Tenia. 


July 7. Dr. Collins reported his experience 
of the effect of kusso,.n the treatment of 
tenia lata. The patient, aman, 40 years old. 
He first prescribed, on retiring at night, a full 
dose of ol. ricini. The following morning he 
directed an ounce of kusso to be made into an 
infusion of a half pint and taken at once. At 
3 P. M., the same day, he passed 14 feet, with 
the entire neck. The doctor was so pleased 
with the effects of the remedy that he would 
recommend it to the use of all practitioners. 

Dr. Collins reported a post-mortem case of 

Guashot Weund of the Brain. 

The ball passed through the os frontis above 
the left orbit, through the left lobe of the 
brain, and escaped, injuring the ventricles. 
The ball was found within 4 of an inch from 
the occipital bone. The right arm only was 
paralyzed, speech, memory and all the special 
senses were perfect until two days before 
death. The examination showed the track of 
the ball, and there was an attempt to throw out 
lymph to fill up the torn tissue. There was very 
little discharge from the wound. The mem- 
branes of the brain were conjested on the left 
side; but on the other side they were per- 
fectly normal. The actual cause of death was 
exhaustion. (Sixteen days after wound.) 

Aug. 7. Dr. Collins delivered a communica- 

ion on the use of the 

Sulpho-carbolates, 

in the treatment of relapsing fever, in which 
he claimed great efficacy for this salt as a dis- 
infec tant and antiseptic. He stated it was par- 
ticularly indicated when the skin was jaundicea* 
and there was great nausea and vomiting; 
he assisted it in its action by the use of sa- 
lines. He also claimed great efficacy for it in 
the treatment of scarlet fever, phthisis, and as 
an application to surgical wounds, and highly 
recommends the sulpho-carbolate of zinc as 
an injection in gonorrhea, in the strength of 
10 grains of the salt to the ounce of water ; 
internally he me 5 grains in cinnamon water, 
as it best masks its pongent taste. In answer 
to a question from Dr. Ozias, he stated that 
ihe sulpho-carbolate s: lt was not a theoreti- 
cal salt. 

Dr. Keyser exhibited a pathological speci- 
men of 

Bony Deposit in the Eye-ball, 
from a patient he operated on a few days 
previously, and read a history of the case, 
iving the probable cause, position of the 
bc ny formation, and the condition of the con- 
tents of the hall, as evidenced on dissection 
after the enucleation of the organ. 
Dr. Collins reported a case of amputation 
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made by Dr. Reed, of the lower third of the 
leg, in which the os calcis and the greater 
part of the soft parts of the heel were torn off 
by some cog-gearing, leaying an injury that 
would not heal. 

Dr. Taylor reported a case of tetanic spasms 
occurring as a complication of cholera infan- 
tum; Opisthotonos occurred ; the pupils were 
normal. There was no strabismus, no toss- 
ing of the head, and no discoverable inju 
anywhere ; the tongue was slightly furred; 
om and six spasms would occur in one-half 

our. 
Cholera Infantum. 

Dr. Collins remarked that a great many 
cases of cholera infantum were traceable to 
taint in the system, and hence he has been 
accustomed to class them under at least three 
divisions, viz.: Irritative diarrhea, produced 
by some irritating substance along the track 
of the bowel, either food, bile or some other 
secretion or excretion. 

Scorbutic diarrhea, when a scorbutic ten- 
dency exists and the child exhibits all the 
symptoms of a truly scrobutic adult. Scrofu- 
jous diarrhea, when all the symptoms of 
scrofula are fully developed. 

But true cholera infantum begins suddenly 
with terrible diarrhea, and the nervous symp- 
toms setin at once, and in some cases in a few 
hours the child is reduced to a skeleton. In 
fact, these cases present all the symptoms of 
Asiatic cholera, and death is the universal 
rule, while in the three classes of cases above 
mentioned, if the taint is recognized, a cure 
may be effected. 

Dr. Taylor remarked the possible cerebral 
origin of the disorder, and that the diarrhea 
was perhaps ovly sympathetic ; but the gen- 
eral impression was that it was not primarily 
cerebral. 


Dr. Gruel reported a case of 
Typhlitis, 


A woman ; married ; et. 35. She was using 
pine baths and took coldafterthem. She was 
st ized with all the symptoms of inflammation 
of coecum and =i Srey vermiformis. Fortwo 
years she suffered from constipation, and great 
difficulty was experienced in the case of pur- 
gatives. Felt a tumor in the region of the 
ileo-ccecal valve about four inches long and 
two wide. which on pressure was very painfal. 
The perspiration was fetid and the skin sticky. 
Pain was constant; pulse, 86. 

He ordered magnesmusta and che, and an 
ointment of belladonna locally. The next 
evening he gave full doses of calomel and 
jalap. The bowels not being moved he gave 
the following day a bottle of citrate of mag- 
nesia. Thioking that stronger purgatives 
would do more harm than good he desisted 
and continued the use of the ointment and 
poultices ~ i" The swelling and tympani- 
tis increased. The pain increasing he directed 
chloral, which produced sleep during the night. 
The following morning brought relief by four 
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movements of the bowels in one hour, and 
they moved Tt frequently throughout the 
entire day. The pulse now was 92 and con- 
valescence certain. 

Dental Irritation. 

September. Dr. Keyser read a paper on 
the ‘* Impairment of Vision from Dental Irri- 
tation,’’ which he illustrated by a condensed 
record of all the cases reported in the ex- 
perience of Kuropean writers, as well as their 
opinions in each particular case, and reported 
several cases which came directly under his 
own care. He also referred to cases of deaf- 
ness, which were probably due to ithe same 
primary cause. (The paper in full was pub- 
lished in the Dental Times, by request of Dr. 
G. T. Barker.) , 

Dr. Leidy reported that many cases of 
amblyopia and amaurosis occurred in the 
West Philadelphia Hospital, during 1859 and 
1 60, which defied all manner of treatment 
and superceded the skill of the physicians in 
charge, who were then unaware of this un- 
doubted close connection of the dental and 
ophthalmic nerves. 

October.—Dr. Paxson read a paper on 

Cancer of the Mammary Gland 

of a very peculiar nature. Lady ; et 49 years ; 
married. Noticed four years ago, left breast 
enlarged quite suddenly and gradually grew 
larger for a year. She had no pain or a dad 
mation during its enlargement. Afier the first 
year had elapsed she experienced lancinating 
pain at the nipple, which was relieved for 
some time by application of a domestic lini- 
ment. After which intense itching of the gland 
set in, continuing for about eighteen months, 
when the nipple became depressed and shrunk- 
en and the whole breast shriveled. papular 
eruptions appearing thereon, without forming 

ustules, only forming crusts which dried and 
ell off. Soon after the right breast became 
suddenly enlarged in the same manner as the 
left one, shortly efter which she was siezed 
with severe paroxysmal pain over the spleen, 
and a sick feeling all over, with vomiting after 
eating, and is unable to lie down when suffer- 
ing with the pain. Bowels constipated; 
ceased menstruating at forty-five years of age. 
What appeared singular the breast did not 
enlarge from a certain point but all at once. 
Professor Agnew being called in consultation, 
who thoroughly examined the case, pro- 
nounced it a form of cancer seldom seen in 
this country. 

Dr. Morr's reported a case of imperforate 
vagina, operated upon by him with a peculiar 
form of instrument as designed by himse'f. 
The paper with the design will be published 
complete. 

Placenta Previa. 


Dr. Morris reported a case which, from the 
severe hemorrhage, he was obliged to deliver 
immediately of a dead fetus, having literally 
bled to death. The uterus remaining flabhy 
and hemorrhage continuing, internal and ex- 
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ternal manipulations were made, which caused 
contraction, and a tampon of cotton wet with 
cold water applied, which completely checked 
the flow. In reply to a question from the 
president as to the propriety of the use of the 
tampon in a flabby aterus, as it might tend to 
produce internal hemorrhage, he responded 
that he would not use it unless the uterus con- 
tracted upon the tampon. He used it for about 
half an hour and then removed it and applied 
er to keep up a constant impression of 
cold. 

Dr. Es* leman reported a case of exostosis 
of nearly all the long bones. It wa: ina 
child eight years old, and the elevations 
ranged from the size of a pea to that of an 
egg. One occurred on the wrist joint which 
d ed the hand. 

Dr. a reported a case in which three- 
fourths of an inch of the forefinger was cut 
completely off, which he replaced by sutures; 
and it healed perfectly; the nail, however, was 
unhealthy ne deformed. ~* 

November. : Dr. Leidy read a paper on 
trismus neonatorum, which being of consider- 
= interest will be published in full here- 

ter. 

December 27. Dr. Collins reported a case 
of recovery from 

Varioloid in a Pregnant Woman 

set. 17 years; 7 months pregnant. She was 
seized with varioloid of medium gravity ; she 
had symptoms of commencing ember ¥: 
which were compietely allayed by morphia 
internally. She passed through the attack of 
yarioloid, and two weeks after she was well 
she gave birth to a small but well-formed 
child, which was premature, being but eight 
months old. The infant was vaccinated at 
once, but it failed. 

Dr. Keyser ‘reported an interesting case of 

Chemosis of the Lids, 
with dilatation of the pupil and paralysis of 
accommodation, consequent upon the intro- 
duction of the pus of a small-pox pustule 
conveyed to the eye. It set up a tremen- 
dous chemosis, so much so as to close the 
lids entirely ; it was relieved by zinci. sulph. 
gr.j., aque f.j., and the application of a com- 
press of lint aud a bandage. After a few days, 
the wpe tha relieved, there was ob- 
served a widely dilated pupil and a ey lysis 
of the accommodation. No atropine had been 
used; the calabar ex.ract was used for some 
time, but to no purpose ; but the hypodermic 
use of 1-48 of a grain of strychnia every three 
davs restored the normal condition of the eye. 

Dr. Eshleman reported some very interest- 

ing facts in relation to the 
Hypodermic Use of Vaccine Virus. 

He dissolved the virus in glycerine and water, 
making the solution very thin. He then in- 
jected it into the cellular tissue and used fric- 
tion to cause its ready absorption. He thought 
that the cases in which he had used it had cer- 
tainly been cut short, no more eruption ap- 
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pearing after its introduction, and the other 
symptoms abating accordingly. But he stated 
that he had used it only on persons who were 
vaccinated when young. 

The doctor thouzht also that as he has seen 
in many cases a more mature pustule on the 
forehead, that it might be the point of inocu- 
lation, caused, perhaps, by wiping on a towel 
which has been washed and hung in the yard 
to dry, and some of the sporules floating in the 
air had lodged therein and were thus intro- 
duced. 

Dr. Millick reported a 

Case of Abortion 

in which the membranes and the skin of the 
fetus were developed together, there being 
no cord observable. The mocher, et. 17; un- 
married ; when three months pregnant, took 
colocynth to produce abortion, but only oc- 
casioned excessive vomiting and purgivg, 
which the doctor allayed by morphia When 
five months pregnant she aborted, the fetus 
coming away entire. The piacenta was de- 
v-loped on the abdomen of the fetus. The 
upper and lower extremities were developed 
in it. The membranes were attached or con- 
tinous with the skin as far forward on the 
right side as the temporal region and malar 
process. On the left side they were attached 
as far forward_as the symphysis of the chin. 
No cord was apparent. No liquor amnii 
passed off. There was no rupture in the 
membranes. She stated that although five 
months pregnant, she had never felt a move- 
ment; the vitality of the fetus was remark- 
able. It moved its shoulders and hips quite 
actively when born, and the movements did 
not cease for one-half hour after birth. 

Dr. Eshleman reported a case of 

Roatained Twin. 

Mrs. A., married; 31 years of age. When 
pregnant six months and two weeks parturition 
came on and she gave birth to a child of a de- 
velopment coincident with the time of feta- 
tion, while it was evident there was still 
another in the cavity of the uterus. The in- 
fant lived a few weeks, when it died. But the 
retained child was carried to its full term, was 
born and lived. 

The doctor also stated he had seen a twin 
birth of a large and a small child at one time 
and at full term. 

JOHN W. MILtLIcKk, M. D., 
Recording Sec. 


_——— 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE CLARKE CO. 
(ALABAMA) MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The regular meeting of the society was 
held at Grove Hill, on Monday, February 
26th. The President, Dr. FoRwoop, occupied 
the chair. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting were 
read, corrected and adopted. 

This being the meeting for the election of 
officers, the president now delivered the vale- 
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dictory address, which, on motion of Dr. 

Boroughs, was received with thanks of the 

society, and a copy requested for publication : 

re a Members of the Clarke County Medical 
ociety : 

‘“‘ GENTLEMEN: In the discharge of my duty, 
as prescribed by the laws of our society, Iam 
now called upon to deliver you the valedictory 
of the retiring presiding officer 

This is the first anniversary of the first 
medical society, so far, I am informed, that 
was ever organized in this long-settled county; 
and you have done me the honor of electing 
me as your first president—an honor most 
flattering ; and for which—regarding it asa 
testimony of your respect, I cannot say my 
merit—you have my cordial thanks. 

In th capacity of prac itioner of medicine 
in this county, I have but recently united my 
labors with yours, though [ am not altogether 
unknown to many of you, as a former resi- 
dent, twenty-four years ago; and you are all 
perhaps aware that my father has resided in 
the county for more than forty years. So, 
notwithstanding my long absence from your 
midst—laboring in other fields—I have a feel. 
ing of home among you, and a keen aporecia- 
tion of the high compliment that you have 
been pleased to confer upon me—the warmest 
welcome that a professional man could re- 
ceive from his co-laborers. 

The benefits of medical societies to the pro- 
fession are two-fold: the interchange of 
opinions based upon personal experience re- 
garding the treatment of disease, and the 
healthful social intercourse between members 
of the profession from distant localities, who, 
perhaps, would rarely, if ever, meet except 
upon these occasions. On a more limited 
scale, the meetings of medical societies sub- 
serve the same purpose, and in a more exact 
and positive form, that medicai journals do to 
the profession at large—ihe dissemination of 
experiences in the treatment of disease ; the 
advantage resulting from personal intercourse 
being that the relator can expla‘n many de- 
tails suggested to the hearers that, though 
important, might not occur to him in the 
preparation of a communication for the press. 

An absurd idea, amounting to a prejudice, 
exists in the minds of a large proportion cf the 
community in all localities, even among the 
educated classes, that medical societies are 
formed solely for the purpose of advancing 
the price of our charges for professional ser- 
vices. It is not only proper, but medical prac- 
titioners should regard it as a duty incumbent 
upon them, to establish in their communities 
some general rule in relation to professional 
fees, approaching uaiformity as nearly as the 
varying circumstances will permit This pro- 
tection extends to the interests of the public 
fully as importantly as to the profession itself, 
for it becomes their guide to guard them, in 
law, against exorbitant and unjust charges. 
“The laborer is worthy of h’s hire.’’ Our 
profession, more tken any other, is compelled 
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(in conscience at least) to perform a large 
amount of labor gratuitously ; and in the in- 
teres's of human nature, from twenty years’ 
experience, I feel sorry to add that we do not 
correspondingly receive credit or gratitude. 

The ostentatious charity of the millionare, 
when he sends his check for one hundred, or 
five hundred dollars, for some public charity, 
is heralded by the newspaper press ; the quiet 
but toilsome labors of the medical man, who 
annually contributes more than an equal 
amount from his mental and physical labor, 
as well as from his slender purse, are never 
recognized as acts of charity; on the contrary, 
indeed, he is too frequently villified for his 
“high charges.” 

The conscientious performance of our duty, 
like virtue, is truly itsown reward. And with 
this rewsrd we, who belong to a profession, 
the most expensive in its acquirement, the 
most arduous in its practice, and the most 
precarious as a means of livelihood, mu-t be 
satisfied. 

The terrible anxieties that we suffer at the 
bed:ide when death is struggling with life, can 
oot be estimated by dollars and cents. Who 
of us has not known the stricken mother, 
when all too late, call upon and implore us in 
heart-rending words, as only a mother can, to 
save her only child! And who of us then 
would not willingly and freely give all of our 
worldly possessions to restore that child to its 
mother’s embrace, when 

“ The King of kings 
Alone can stay life’s parting wings.” 
Many such painful incidents have occurred in 
my own experience, and it is presumed in the 
experience of you all. 

The subject of professional fees has not 
been brought before our society ; though, as 
before remarked, it is entirely proper that it 
should be. Non-j:rofessional persons gener- 
ally have very vague ideas of the rules by 
which we estimate the value of our services. 
Ihave heard many remark, when seeing their 
medical accounts: ‘*‘ Why, doctor, I only had 
a small vial of medicine,” or ‘* Ionly hada 
few pills, and you charge me two dollars.” 
When asked if their disease was relieved or 
cured by the medicine they obtained, they 
answer “‘ Yes;” but will add “ that doctor 
so-and-so, only charged one dollar.” 

I sometimes repeat a remark that I have 
heard my venerable preceptor, the late Dr. 
Robert H. Archer, of Maryland (the son of 
the first graduate in medicine in the New 
World), make: On one occasion a patient, 
while settling his medical account with him, 
observed that he thought he charged rather 
high for the little medicine he had given him 
in a few pills. The doctor replied: “ No, sir! 
I charge nothicg for the medicine; I only 
charge for the brains that I put in the pills!” 

It is very evident at the present day that a 
large quantity of nauseous medicines is, by 
many persons, more highly appreciated than 
the “ brains ” that advise very little, if any 
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medicine in many cases, and hence, to main- 
tain our reputation, we are often compelled 
to resort to placebos. 

The medical practitioner should study how 
he can restore bis patient to health with the 
least possible quantity of medicine, and that 
administered in the most agreeable form: 
but it is well known to us all that, instead of 
our patients—a majority of them at leasi— 
appreciating our skill in this respect, com- 
plain that we charge so much for so little 
medicine. 

It is too apparent to be disguised that, even 
among many educated people, ihe value of 
our services is only estimated in proportion to 
the quantity of medicine with which we supply 
them, and not by the intelligence that directs 
it This is the most discouraging, the most 
disheartening, and, we may add, the most dis- 
qualifying blow that the medical practitioner 
can experience. He daily witnesses the fact 
that persons of more than ordinary intelli- 
gence not only submit themselves to the 
treatment of unscrupulous charlatans, but 
even patronize the most ignorant pretenders, 
who are often alike ignorant of medival 
knowledge and of their mother-tongue. We 
then ask ourselves: ‘“‘ why spend our hard- 
earned and grudging-paid money for books, 
which keep us informed of the details of the 
rapid progress of medical science, and why 
waste our time in study when it is apparent 
in many instances that the services of the 
pretender are much more valued and better 
paid than ours?” This want of appreciation 
accounts, in too many instances, for a degen- 
eracy in the status of the profession in some 
localities. 

From an extended personal experience 
these remarks upon ‘man’s ingratitude to 
man,” to vary Burns’ expression of the same 
idea, “ have forced their way without the 
will.’ I amno croaker,no groaner. In po- 
litical parlance, I ‘accept the situation.” 
Regarding oo in common with you all, as 
identified with the medical profession, I am 
well aware of the incompetence we feel for 
the undertaking of any other employment as 
a means of subsistence. The labor of love, as 
is often the case in the dispensation of the 
gospel, is ours. We must work; itis our duty 
to work, notwithstanding the discourage- 
ments that we constantly encounter. Medical 
science is rapidly progressing, and we should 
feel an ever-present consciousness of the re- 
sponsibility devolying upon each of us to keep 

ace with the great work—the batjle with the 
ell-destroyer. Let me exhort y o work ; if 
you do notreceive, you reward her, that re- 
ward may be hoped for hereafter. 

The success in the modern treatment of 
disease, as shown by statistics, exbibits a 
greater longevity of human life within the 
past fifty years than any reliable records 
show during previous periods corresponding 
with the calendar now in use. 

It is unnecessary to itemize, in these brief 
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remarks, the great progress made in our pro- 
fession within the last half century. 

The treasurer’s report, showing that he 
had discharged the bill for printing, a'l.the 
tee a of the society, was read and ap- 
proved. 

Dr. Hicks related a case of peculiar interest, 
that had recently occurred in his practice, of 
the nature of an injury to the eye. One lad, 
without harmful intention, in cracking a large 
whip at another accidentally struck him with 
the end of the lash in the eye, occasioning 

reat pain and swelling. Dr. Hicks was sent 
or, but owing to the swelling of the lid that 
had-taken place before his arrival, he was un- 
able to discover the exact nature of the in- 
jury. He ordered the usual cooling collyria; 
and it was not until the end of two weeks, 
when the peieety, inflammation had toa great 
extent subsided that he discovered a dark 
object occupying that internal canthus, which 
upon close inspection proved to be a foreign 
body. He carefully seized it with a small 
pair of forceps, and extracted to his surprise a 
piece of leather—a portion of the whip —fully 
an inch and a half in length, and about the 
eighth of an inch in diameter, which had been 
forced between the eye ball and the ortital 

lates. The doctor exhibited the piece of 
eather that he extracted to the inspection of 
the paeeiads and stated that the patient rapidly 
recovered without injury to the sight, and was 
now nearly well. 


D. Bettis remarked that it was surprizing 
how much injury the eye frequently sustains 
without impairment of sight, and related a 
case illustrative of the fact. , 

Dr. Forwood related similar instances that 
had come under his notice: One case, in 
which many grains of. blasting-powder and 
sand had been forced some distance in the 
eyeball, and had been extracted, at various 
sittings, without any resulting injury to the 
sight ; another case of a boy who applied for 
treatment about three months ago, who had 
been accidently shot in the eyé by another 
boy with a toy gun, or pistol. The shot was 
of the ordinary size used for shooting squirrels, 
and its eutline was clearly perceptible. It 
was imbedded beneath the sclerotic coat of 
the eye, immediately above the cornea. The 
hour of the presentation of the patient being 
quite late in the afternoon, nearly sun-set, 
about one hour after the accident, it was im- 
pennies to discover the point of entrance ; and 

elieving that the parts would become so sen- 
sitive and swollen before the next day as to 
preci operative proceedings, the doctor 

oldly siezed the shot together with the mem- 
brane with a pair of forceps, and, with a 
scalpel, circularly cut the covering membrane, 
and removed it and the shot together. A 
bandage was then applied to the eye to ex- 
clude the light, and it was constantly kept 
moistened with a weak solution of acetate of 
lead for several days. At the end of a week 
the patient was enabled to dispense with the 
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bandage, and recovered without an untoward 
symptom. 

Dr. Forwood referred to another case that 
had come under his treatment within the last 
month, in which a negro boy had had his face 
and ones badly burned by gunpowder. The boy 
had clandestinely taken seven or eight gun 
charges of powder from his father’s flask, 
biesed it in a small cotton bag, and gone some 

istance from the house with it, with the view 
of amusing himself by its explosion, taking 
with him a live fire-coal for the purpose, 
When about to use it he discovered that the 
fire-coal had nearly burned out, and in his 
anxiety to preserve the fire, he forgot the 
davger and got down to blow the coal, which 
was in contact with the bag of powder ; and 
while his face was thus near it, exploded. The 
doctor did not see the patient until nearly 
twenty-four hours after the accident. The 
entire face and neck to the shirt collar was 
blistered and greatly swollen; the eye-lids 
were enormously distended, so much so that 
it was impossible te obtain a view of the eye, 
and the cuticle would slip off at every wiper 4 
to openthem. It was feared that the sight 
was destroyed ; if not primarily, that it would 
by the resulting destructive inflammation. 

The prescription recommended by Dr. F. J. 
Barker in the number of the MEDICar AND 
SurRGICAL REPORTER dated August 96 1971, 
and taken by him from a previous contributor 
to the same journal, whose name could not b® 
recalled at the moment, consisting of heeswax, 
sweet oil, tannic acid and carbolic acid, was 
used. The doctor, however, did not, in this 
case, observe any decided merit in the pre- 
scription, or sufficient to counterbalance the 
great pain occasioned by its removal on the 
second day. Perhaps it was in consequence 
of being applied so late that its efficacy 
was not apparent. Chloroform could not be 
administered for the removal of the plaster, 
as recommended by Dr. Barker. for the rea- 
son that it would prove too irritating to the 
denuded surface of the nose and entire face. 
sr bread and milk poultices were then 
used, as in treatment of ordinary blisters in- 
tentionally produced. Five days after the acci- 
dent the eyelids could be partially opened, 
when it was discovered that the sight was not 
impaired, and in a few days after the patient 
was discharged from treatment almost well. 

Dr. Bryan Boroughs again apologized for 
his sobnganncy in the preparation of an essay, 
in accordance with appointment by the preai- 
dent. In consideration of the fact that the 
doctor has recently entered the matrimonial 
state, the members were disposed to excuse 
his present want of attention to scientific 
matte 


rs. 
There having existed a verbal understand- 
ing with the members that the society should 
meet alternately at Grove Hill and Suggsville, 
Dr. Forwood proposed that the meetings 
hereafter, until again voted upon, should 
held at Grove Hill, for the reason that there 
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was no entertainment for man or beast at 
Suggsville, and that many of the members 
having a long ride—absent from home the en 
tire day—needed refreshment for the physical, 
as well as the mental man, 
The resolution was adopted. 
The election of officers and delegates was 
then entered upon, resulting as follows : 
President—Dr. A. Y. Bettis. 
Vice President—Dr. B. S. Barnes. 
Secretary——Dr. Wm. Stump Forwood. 


4 
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Treasurer—Dr. Bryan Boroughs. 

Delegates to the State Medical Association— 
which meets at Huntsville on the last Tues- 
day in March—Dr. B. 8. Barnes and L. O. 
Hicks. 

At the suggestion of Dr. Bettis, the presi- 
dent announced that the subject for discussion 
at the next meeting would be the hour-glass 
contractions of the uterus. 

On motion, the society adjourned to meet 
at Grove Hill on the fourth Monday in May. 





EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 


Periscope. 


Hemorrhoids in Pregnant and Puerperal 
Women. 


Dr. FoRDYCE BARKER gives the following 
direction on this subject in the American Prac 
titioner : 

When hemorrhoids are developed during 
the later periods of pregnancy, the indications 
are obviously to counteract the constipation 
or the diarrhea, and to stimulate and to restore 
the tonicity of the hemorrhoidal veins. The 
inquiry will then naturally suggest itself, 
have we any agent or combination of agents 
in the materia medica capable of effecting 
these results? I know of no article which so 
clearly and positively produces these two re- 
sults as aloes, and on this I have mainly re- 
lied. I am well aware that the general voice 
of the profession is against the use of aloes 
where there is any tendency to hemorrhoids, 

The special property of aloes is ‘‘ to exert 
the muscular contractility of the colon and 
rectum,” and “‘ to stimulate the venous system 
of the abdomen, and especially of the. pelvis.” 
That these are the effects of this agent, I have 
not only the authority of special writers on 
therapeutics, as Pereria, Wood and Bache, 
and others, but I believe the general cxperi- 
ence of the profession also will confirm the 
assertion. It would seem therefore that the 
use of aloes for the cure of hemorrhoids in 
pregnant women would have suggested itself 
from a priori reasoning; but I am not aware, 
from anything that I have read, that it ever 
has. I suppose that the general impression 
that aloes is contraindicated where there is 
any tendency to hemorrhoids, and that it 
possesses emmeragogue properties, has had 
great influence in pryvontine this. In my 
own case, the use of this article for this pur- 
pose was the result of gradually accumulating 
observation, rather than from any reasoning 
on the subject. 

In the early days of my professional life 1 





was en d to attend a woman in her con- 
finement, who suffered from obstinate consti- 
pation. [ prescribed for her Dewees’ pills. 
At the time of her confinement she mentioned 
that in her former pregnancies she had suf- 
fered very much from piles, but that my pills 
had cured them. If I had known of her hem- 
orrhoidal tendency I should not have given 
these pills. and I was, therefore, quite sur- 
prised by her statement, as the result seemed 
so contrary to all that I had been taught. 
From this time I began to experiment as to 
the effect of aloes in the treatment of hemor- 
rhoids, associated with constipation, in the 
pregnant; and for many years past I have 
constantly made use of aloes for their cure, 
whether the hemorrhoids were the result of 
constipation or of diarrhea. I give it com- 
bined with other agents, according to the 
special indications of each case, and in such 
doses as I learn by experience of the peculiar 
idiosyncrasy of the individual is nece to 
secure one easy, free, daily evacuation of t he 
rectum. Some require a grain morning and 
evening, while in others a half grain is suffi- 
cient. In anemic patients I combine the 
aloes with the sulphate of iron. In the two 
last weeks of gestation I always combine it 
with the extract of belladonna. The follow- 
ing is a frequent prescription with me: 


po 
Ext. hyoscyami, 
Pulv. ipecacuan., 
Ft. & (argent.) No. xx. 
S. One morning and evening, 


When the patient is anemic, I add to the 
above one scruple ferri sulphat. Some ten 
days or two weeks before the supposed time 
of labor I substitute the extract of belladon- 
na, ten grains to one scruvile, for the extract 
of hyoscyamus. When the hemorrhoids are 
associated with an irritable rectum, and fre- 
quent, small, teasing, thin evacuation, I sub- 
stitute for the hyoscyamus a small quantity of 
opium, giving a smaller quantity of the aloes, 
as in the following formuia : 
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R. Pulv. aloes soc., 
Ext. opii aq., 
Sapo. cast., 

Ft.—Pill No. xx. 

S.—One morning and evening. 

It is unnecessary for me to multiply formu- 
le,as the general principles by which I am 
guided will be sufficiently evident from the 
above. 

In some cases Ihave not been consulted, 
and have not known of the hemorrhoidal ten- 
dency of the patient, until my attendance dur- 
ing labor. I have seen the hemorrhoidal tu- 
mors sometimes become very large during the 
labor. Dewees says: ‘*‘ Much may be done 
during labor to prevent a severe spell of piles 
by the accoucheur making a firm pressure 
upon the verge of the anus with the palm of 
his hand, guarded by a diaper, during the pro- 
gress of the head through the external parts, 
and by carefully returning them af.er the ex- 
pulsion ot the placenta, as the sphincter is now 
fatigued, and will not oppose their descent.” 
I have frequently tried this expedient, but I 
cannot say that it has been very successful, as 
the tumors soon come down again, and under 
these circumstances they are very apt to be- 
come strangulated, inflamed, and cause agreat 
deal of suffering. When I find this condition 
of things, I have within a few years past 
adopted the ylan of forcible dilatation, recom- 
me: d.d by my friend and colleague, Prot. Van 
Buren. My method is this : the patient being 
fully under tae influence of chloro:orm,I se- 
lect the moment of. the delivery of the child 
and before the placenta is broughtaway. I 

ush back the tumors with the sphincter, 
if I can readily ; if not, I leave them alone, 
and introduce both thumbs, back to back, weil 
in the sphincter, and opening them as wide as 
poate I draw them through the sphincter. 

uring this time 1 have firm pressure made on 
the uterus by an assistant, and in several in- 
stances the operation was foilowed by the 
sudden expulsion of the placenta from the 
vagina. I direct the following ointment to be 
applied twice daily to the tumors, and well up 
in the rectum : 

RK. Ung. galle co., Zj. 

Ext. opii aq., b)- 
tol. ferri persulph., 3)- 

Ft, ung. M. 

The result has been in every instance that 
the tumors have gradually disappeared, and 
the patients have have had very little suffer- 
ing from the operation. 

Where hemorrhoids come on after labor, 
the suffering is generally much greater than 
when it occurs during pregnancy. They are 
very olten induced by the action of the purga- 
tive given two or three days after confiaement. 

It is now many years since I have been 
convinced that castor-oil was one of the worst 
agents that could be used as a laxative when 
there is a tendency to piles, as iu many in- 
stances I have seen its action develop them. 
For many years I have annually spoken of 
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this to the medical class before whom I have 
lectared, and I have received many letters 
from former students corroborating my state- 
ment by their own observation. But I have 
never seen this alluded to, except in one work 
—viz, Hardy and McClintock on Midwitery 
and Puerperal Diseases—who incidentally 
make the following remark: ‘“‘ We may first 
observe that castor oil is il!-suited for patients 
who have hemorrhoids, being very apt to pro- 
duce in them tenesmus and considerab'e irri. 
tation of the rectum.” [ may add the follow. 
ing from Quain: ‘‘Common opinion has 
assigned to castor oila character for bland- 
ness (probably because of its being an oil) to 
which it is not entitled. It is an effi ient 
purgative, but, except when given in minute 
quantities, it usually irritates the rectum.” 

In Wood and Bache’s Dispensatory (article, 
Castor oil) we find the following: ‘Some 
apothecaries are said to use it as a substitute 
tor olive-oil in unguents and cerates ; but the 
slightly irritatiug properties of even the 
mildest castor oil render it unfit for those 
preparations which are intended to allay irri- 
tation.” It is curious that its irritating ac- 
tion on the mucous membrane of the rectum 
has not attracted more attention. 

In those who have, or are disposed to have, 
hemorrhoids I give the following on the sec. 
ond day after confinement : 

Magnerie su) ph., 
Magnes carb, 
Potas. sup. tart., 
Sulphur. eublim., 
Mi ‘oroug! ly. 
Sig.—One, two, or three teaspoonfals of the 
powder before eating in the morning. 

This powder produces a soft evacuation, 
without pain, even when the hemorrhoids are 
inflamed. By procuring a daily evacuation 
with the powder, and the use of the ointment 
as before mentioned, I have found the hemor- 
Samer in puerperal women soon cease to give 

rouble. 


aa Ze. Mz. 


The Ophthalmoscope in the Diagnosis of 
Bright’s Disease. 

The Boston Med. and Surg. Journal says: 
Dr. WILLIAMs stated that at a recent meet- 
ing of the Boston Medical Society the ques- 
tion was asked whether it was possible to dis- 
tinguish with certainty the ophthalmoscopic 
appearances observed in connection with 
Br.ght’s disease from other morbid changes 
seen In the fundus of the eye. In answer to 
this question, he would read two cases select- 
ed from an unusually large number which had 
come under his observation within the last 
six months, where the subsequent course of 
the disease and death of the patients had af- 
forded unmistakable confirmation of the diag- 
nosis made by means of the ophthalmoscope 
at a time when no susipcion of kidney disease 
had been entertaimed. 


CasE I.—Mr. —— consulted him December 
.13, 1870, complaining of much dimness of 
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sight. Examination with the ophthalmoscope 
showed dilatation of the retinal veins, marked 
yellowish-white exudation around the optic 
disk, indistinctness of outline of the disk itself, 
small, flame-like hemorrhagic patches here 
and there in the vicinity of the optic nerve 
and the macula lutea, and a group of brilliant 
white spots clustered about the macula lutea. 

On inquiry, the patient said that he had 
suff:red for some time from severe headaches, 
which he had attributed to gastric disturb- 
ance, but which were ascribed, by an irregu- 
lar practitioner whom he had seen, to his 
liver. No disease of the kidney had been sus- 
pected, and the gentleman was incredulous as 
to the correctness of Dr. William’s opinion 
when it was expressed tohim. But on testing 
the urine by heat and nitric acid abundance 
of albumen wes found. He was enjoined to 
give up the more active portion of his busi- 
ness, which prevented his taking proper care 
of himself, aud to be regular in his hours for 
meals. Mild tonics were given. 

No unfavorable prognosis was given to the 
patient, but his family were informed as to the 
probable termination of the disease. 

Under the plan of treatment recommended, 
the patient improved in health, and on his last 
visit to Dr. Williams, near the end of Jan- 
uary, he was free from pains in the head, and 
was very cheer ul and hopeful. But his face 
had a puffy look, and Dr. Williams could not 
feel the same confidence that all was going on 
well with him. No examination was made at 
this time, as he came in haste, merely, as he 
said. to report progress. 

He left the city soon after, hoping for 
benefit from change of air; but a few days 
afterward he broke down, almost at once; 
new cerebral symptoms came on, and a fatal 
result soon entucd. 

At the autopsy, as reported by his attend- 
ing physician, the kidneys exhibited very ex- 
tensive fatty degeneration, with several cysts. 

CasE II.—Mr. ——, eet. 27 ; consulted Dr. 
Williams May 3, 1871. Twelve weeks previ- 
ously he had severe pains iu forehead, and 
noticed dimness of sight. This dimness in- 
creased till now he can count fingers only at 
six inches from his eyes. His face was pale 
and edematous. Has had pain in right Inm- 
bar region, and also in left side, attributed by 
his physician to an enlarged spleen. His 
urine has considerable cloudy deposits after 
standing, and coagulated on being heated. 

_The ophthalmoscope showed very exten- 
sive exudations in the vicinity of the optic 
disks, and hemorrhagic spots were extensively 
scattered over the retinz. 

The prognosis given to his father who ac- 
companied him, was most unfavorable as re 
garded his sight and his life, and the patient 
returned home. 

May 15th.—His father wrote : “He bore the 
journey home recnaricably well, and for the 
two succeeding days (6th and 7th) appeared 
88 well as when you saw him, except a swell- 





Periscope. 285 


ing in one foot and leg, the inflammation ex- 
tending nearly to the knee. He was perhaps 
slightly prostrated by the fatigues of the 
journey. Saturday night he had but little rest, 
and got up on Sunday morning with the = 
pearance of having a very severe cold in his 
head and chest ; the cords of his neck inflamed 
and painful. He soon had achill. Most of 
the day he was in a kind of lethargic sleep. 
Monday he was more comfortable, the sore- 
ness having left his thrcvat, but cords of his 
neck still painful. Tuesday morning he was 
much prostrated, and could not walk without 
support. . 

** Up to this time he had confidently expect- 
ed to recover, notwithstanding the little en- 
couragement you gave him. 

** About this time the swelling in his neck 
and chest increased considerably, he constant- 
iy growing weaker. He was very thirsty. 

ednesday, between two and threa, P. M., he 
became partially d: ranged talking almost con- 
tinually, but could be called back to consci- 
ousness for a moment by speaking to him. 
This continued till about nine, P. M., when 
his consciousness fully returned—he bade 

ood-bye to his frierds, and quietly breathed 
is last. 


Method of Recording the Hearing Power. 


Dr. J. 8. Prout, Surgeon to the Brooklyn 
Eye and Ear Hospital, Brooklyn, N. Y., sug- 
gests the fullowing plan in the Boston Medical 
and Surgical Journal : 

In otvlogical practice we constantly feel the 
necessity for a reliable test for the hearing. 
For waut of anything better we use the tick- 
ing of a watch, the voice spokea and whisper- 
ed, tuning forks, etc. The accuracy with 
which we measure the visual power of Snel- 
len’s test-types, and record the results obtain- 
ed, cannot be arrived at by means of any of 
the usual sound makers (sonofactors), nor will 
it be until an instrument can be made which 
shall always produce uniform tones. These 
tones musi be arbitrarily assented to as rela- 
tively, not absolutely, correct, just as the vis- 
ual angle of five minutes, on which Snellen 
forms his test-types, is arbitrarily chosen, and 
* does not afford us an absolute, but only a 
relative value.’’ For this reason the attempt 
to invent a perfect sonofactor tor testing the 
hearing power should be encouraged. In the 
meantime the sources of scund already men- 
tiored must continue to be used in recording 
our observatious. 

A short formula for expressing the results 
thus obtained has long seemed to me to be 
necessary—something approaching the bre- 
vity of that used for recording the vision. 
This is based on the fact that the visual 
power is expressed by a fraction the nume- 
rator of whicn is the utmost distance at which 
the types are recognized (d), and the denomi- 
nator the distance at which they appear at an 
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angle of 5 minutes (D), thus giving the formula 
V= 4. Lhold it to be a mistake ever to re- 
duce this fraction to lower terms. If not so 


reduced, V = i: or V = “, or V = > means 
that type No. 1, No. 10, or No. 20, was 
read at one, ten or twenty feetand expresses 
by its own terms, without any conventional 
understanding, just what test was used. In 
ordinary usage, the formula V = 1 is intended 
to express the fact that type No. 20 was read 
at twenty feet, but it is more simple and 


straightforward to say in such a case V = es 


and it is very little more trouble. 

To return to the hearing: for nearly three 

ears I have recorded the hearing power as a 

ee Say the numerator of which is the dis- 
tance at which the particular sound is heard, 
the denominator the distance at which it 
should be heard by an ear of good average 
hearing power. This denomivator must var7 
according to the sonofactor used, and should 
generally be expressed in inches, 

For still further simplification, and that the 
method may be adapted to internati..nal use, 
I suggest the following abbreviations: A. D., 
auris dextra, instead of right ear or R. E; A. 
' §., auris sinistra; P. A., P., aud., potentia 
auditis, hearing power; V., vox, the spokeu 
voice ; V.S., vox susurrata, whispered voice 
—or simply S., susurrus, a whisper ; H., horo- 
logium, the watch. 

If this system should become general, then 


the formula PA, A D,H,—<, would to all 


otologists represent the fact that a watch that 
. should be heard at 36 inches was heard by the 
right ear of the patient ata distance of 12 inches ; 
the formula P A, AS, V 8,=3, would mean 
that the whispered voice was heard by the 
left ear atsix inches that should have been 
heard at 36 inches. It is not necessary to 
multiply examples. 


Rupture of the Utsrus, with Abdom'‘na’ Section. 


Dr. EDwARD WHINERY, reports the fol- 
lowing remarkable case in the 7'ransactions 
of the Iowa State Medical Society : 

On the 28th of March, 1865, at 8 o’clock A. 
M., I visited Mrs. S., of Niota, Lilionis, a 
healthy Irish woman about 37 years of age, 
who, I was told, was taken in labor about ten 
o’clock, A. M., of the 27th. The first indi- 
cation she had of approaching labor was the 
escape of the waters, soon after which regular 
labor pains supervened, and an ignorant mid- 
wife was summoned to attend her. Labor 
progressed regularly until about 7 o’clock in 
the evening when it was expected the child 
would be born in afew minutes. She was 
seized at that time with severe burning, laucin- 
ating pains, or stitches, as she called them, 
throughout the abdomen, and the expulsive 

ains ceased. I found her sitting is a chair, 

eaning forward at an inclinatiun of about 
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forty degrees, ani very unwilling to change 
her attitude. Her pulse was a hundred and 
ten, irregular and fluttering; the countenance 
very avxious and pale; the skin col and 
clammy. Jé was with difficulty I could induce 
her to assume a position convenient for me to 
make an examination per vaginam. 

I caused her, however, to be held at an in- 
clination of about forty-five degrees, and pass- 
ing the digital finger of the ri:ht hand into 
the vagina and the left hand over the abdo. 
men, I found the head cf the fetus resting 
well down on the p-rioeum, but by pressing 
firmly with my fiuger against the head, it 
ascended above the the superior strait, and 
the whole body could be distinctly felt through 
the walls of the abdomen, she being of spare 
habit. The motion thus given to the fetus 
very much increased the lancinating pains,and 
she cried out, ** These stitches will kill me.” 
My di:gnosis was rupture of the uterus, and I 
informed herand her friends that her condi- 
tion was very precarious. She tried to give her 
‘* Mutterkorn Thee’ (ergot) but the stomach 
would not take it. Tue night was very dark, 
and the husband ard his friends were afraid 
to attempt tocross the Mississippi. river in 
row boat, as it was very high w'th much drift- 
wood float ng ; she therefore spent the night 
in applying new corn whisky to the abdomen. 

I allowed the patient to assume the attitude 
first mentioned; returned home for my instru- 
mentsand an assistant ; Dr. J C. Blackburaac- 
companied me. At 10 o’clock A. M., when 
we arrived, no change had taken place in the 

atient. My friend, Dr. Blackburn, thought, 
rom the visible and physical appearances, 
and my representations of the case, thit my 
diagnosis was correct, and we soon agreed 
upon the peers of making the abdomiaal 
section. Dr. Blackburn administered the chlo- 
roform while I was preparing other matters. | 
We placed the patient on her back ona table, 
and I made the incision on the right of the 
umbilicus, about six inches in length, through 
which I removed a large male child (dead of 
course). and the placenta, both being entirely 
above the uterus, which was well contracted 
down into the pelvis. There was very little 
appearance of hemorrhage. The rupture was 
in the fundus from the anterior to the pos- 
terior wall. The edges of the wound were 
now brought toge: her by sutures of silk, taking 
care to include all the structures except the 
peritoneum ; then finishing the dressing straps, 
a compress and a wide bandage. The oper- 
ation and the dressing were performed in less 
than five minutes, and the patient placed in 
bed, still under the influence of chloroform. 
When she recovered from its effects, she ex- 
pressed herself as feeling quite comfortable, 
and grateful for her delivery from her iutense 
suffering for so many hours. We,expected 
peritoneal inflammation to supervene, but in 
this we were happily disappointed, 

I visited her on the 29th, and found her 
comfortable; the pulse had gone down 
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hty,and every symptom was favorable ; 
ae echt was moderate in quantity ; she had 
been nearly free from pain and slept well dur- 
ing the night, though she’ had not taken any 
morphia and quinia powders left for her, in 
case irritation and.debility set in. 

March 30th and 3lst—continues without an 
unfavorable symptom. 

On the 3d of April she sat ae Shave or four 
hours in bed. The wound had healed by first 
intention. 

On the 5th I took out the sutures and con- 
tinued the adhesive straps, the compress and 
bandage; she was then dressed and sitting 


up. 
"On the 8th the lochia ceased and she went 
about her ordinary housework. 

On the first of June she menstruated, and 
again on the first of July; then she became 
pregnant, and on the first day of this April 
she gave birth to a healthy female child. I 
was in attendance and found the “‘ waters ” 
had passed off two days before, but there had 
been no pain till within three hours after the 
time of my arrival. The os uteri was well 
dilated and the head of the fetus was enter- 
ing the superior strait; fearing that the for- 
mer rupture might have impaired the integrity 
of the uterus, and that we might have the ac- 
cident repeated, I applied the forceps and as- 
sisted the expulsive efforts so that in an hour 
and a quarter after entering the room I had 
the satisfaction of finishing her delivery. She 
and her friends were very much relieved for 
she had heard that it was the opinion of some 
medical men that she could not go through 
the parturition safely after such an accident. 
There was nothing unusual attending gesta- 
tion. She says this is her tenth pregnancy, 
and the easiest delivery she ever had; she 
generally had had difficult deliveries. Two 
of her children had been:still-born in conse- 
quence of protracted and difficult labor. 

Within the last fifteen years I have not hesi- 
tated to use the forceps at the proper time in 
pomoenee to giving ergot; it is much more 

umane and altogether more safe. When the 
forceps are applied, the danger from rupture 
of the uterus 18 passed, and by skillful traction 
and manipulation during each pain, the suf- 
fering of the woman is very much lessened, 
but the effect of ergot in increasing the uterine 
contractions is sometimes too horrid to con- 
template, and I shall never use it again for 
such a purpose. I have practiced obstetrics 
in general practice for more than a quarter of 
a century, and attended about fifteen hundred 
cases of parturition, but never met with a case 
of rupture of the uterus before, and I think 
this accident would not have occurred in the 
present case in the hands of a scientific prac- 
titioner, 

A ber large proportion of the cases I find 
Teported in the journals and works on mid- 
wifery have proved fatal. Very few who have 
reported cases have resorted to the abdomi- 
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NOTES ON BOOKS. 


We have received the following brochures : 

——Clinical Observations on the Dementia 
and the Hemiplegia of Syphilis. By M. H. 
Henry, M. D.; reprinted from the American 
Journal of Syphilography and Dermatology. 

——Diagram showing the aggregate mor- 
tality in the United States, by age and sex, 
constructed from 392,821 deaths, returned and 
recorded for the year ending June Ist, 1861, 
by J. M. TonzR, M. D. 

—-Diagram howing sthe ages at which an 
excess of one sex over the other exists in the 
different States and Territories of the United 
States, constructed from data given in the 
census report of 1860. By J. M. Toner, M. D. 


—Annual Report of the Managers of the 
Western Pennsylvania Hospital for 1871. 

——Nineteenth Annual Report of the Penn- 
sylvania Training School for Feeble-minded 
Children, Media, Delaware county. 1872. 


——tThird Annual Report of the Philadel- 
phia Eye and Ear Infirmary. 1872. 


—Catalogue of the Jefferson Medical Col- 
lege. 1872. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


Transactions of the Eighteenth Annual Mest- 
ing of the Medical Society of the State of 
North Carolina, held at Raleigh, N.C., May 
1871. 1 vol., paper, pp. 57. 


This pamphlet contains the minutes of the 
meeting, the address of the president, Dr. R. 
L. PAYNE, and several brief articles of scien- 
tific merit. Dr. Ropert J. Hicks reports a 
case of scleroderma and two of empyema 
cured by paracentesis. Dr, E. Burke Hay- 
woop describes an operation for traumatic 
aneurism of the superficial palmar arch; an- 
other for vesico-vaginal fistula. The use of 
bromide of potassium in violent cerebral ex- 
citement is illustrated by Dr. W. T. CaEat- 
HAM; and Dr. WiLLis ALLSTON, of Warren- 
ton, describes a case of glioma of the retina. 

The volume would have been improved if, 
instead of the advertisements inserted, or in 
addition to them, the committee on publica- 
tion had printed a table of contents or an index 
or both: 
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prepared, 80 as to require little revision. 
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meetings, or other items of special medical interest. 
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try practitioners, many of whom possess a fun: of infor- 
mation that rightfully belo1.gs to the profession. 

The Proprietor and Editors disclaim all responsibility 
for statements made over the names of correspondents. 





TQ WHAT EXTENT ARE PHYSICIANS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR DRUNKENNESS? 


On page 217 ot this volume of the REPOR- 
TER will be found a statement signed by three 
three hundred physicians of London, to the 


effect that they believe thatthe prescription 
of alcoholic liquids by medical men often gives 
rise to the formation of intemperate habits. 

In the Chicago Medical Examiner, February 
1, 1872, Professor N. S. DAvis, the editor, uses 
the following language in some comments on 
the above-mentioned statement : 


“We were long since convinced that the 
medical profession are largely responsible for 
all the evils flowing from the use of alcoholic 
drinks among civilized nations. That the 
habit of recommending patients to take some 
one of the alcoholic drinks, without careful 
limits as to time and quantity, has been the 
direct means of starting an appetite that has 
led many to the drunkard’s goal, is doubtless 
true. But the custom, so generally indulged 
in by the members of the profession every- 
where, of speaking of these drinks as restora. 
tive, supporting and stimulant, in their daily 
intercourse with all classes of society, has im- 
pressed these erroneous ideas indelibly upon 
the pubiic mind; and no amount of either 
moral or legal suasion will stop the habits of 
drinking and consequent drunkenness, until 
our profession reverses its teaching and 
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thoroughly revises its practice in regard to 
these agents.” 

On‘the other hand, we quoted not long since 
from Dr. GEoRGE M. BEARD’s excellent little 
work on “ Stimulants and Narcoties” his 
opinion, formed after a careful investigation 
of the subject, and corroborated by the con- 
current testimony of Prof. AUSTIN FLINT, and 
other distinguished practitioners, that persons 
are very rarely indeed led to the habit of 
drunkenness by alcoholic medicines. 

Of course, the ultra-temperance advocates, 
who are notoriously regardless of the way they 
deal with facts, assaulted him unmercifully, 
A prominent writer and orator uses these 
words in a notice of the book in the New 
York Evangelist : 

“ A thorough-bred physician in this neigh- 
borhood, who has made a special study of 
‘ Toxicology,’ pronounces Dr. Beard’s volume 
sophistical on some points, and hurtful in its 
general tendency. Have we not had quite 
enough treatises lately, which are calculated 
to give aid and comfort to the dram-drinkers? 
There is a growing impression in the minds 
of thoughtful and conscientious people that 
the medical profession have had quite too 
large a share in the manufacture of drunkards, 
and this unhappy book of Dr. Beard’s will 
only deepen that impression.” 

Equally of course, when Dr. BEARD applied 
to that paper for perwnission to rebut this false 
and flippant description of his views, his re- 
quest was denied. Pulpit orators are very un- 
willing to give up the freedom from contradic- 
tion they enjoy in their sermons, and if they can 
control a newspaper, a community, or a coun- 
try,they rarely fail toinsist on maintaining that 
dearly beloved and very agreeable privilege. 
That their views may be incorrect and unfair 
to other professions is a possibility they will 
neither contemplate nor concede. As one of 
the most eminent of them has no less wisely 
than wittily said: “ Orthodoxy is my doxy; 
heterodoxy is other people’s doxy.” 

Now if physicians deserve the censure con- 
veyed by Dr. Davis and the London signers 
to the statement above referred to, we sil- 
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cerely hope they will take it home to them- 
selves and profit by it. 

Whether they do or do not deserve it, is a 
question of fact which it would be well to set- 
tle first before they change their therapeutics. 
This question we shall proceed now to discuss. 

In our own practice we have prescribed 
alcohol in various furms freely, that is, in 
many bundred cases. Of course, many such 
cases passed from our sight, but of those who 
are still known to us, not one his become a 
drunkard in consequence of our administering 
those agents. We cannot say the same of 
opium, aud we have leurucd to be cautious 
about recommeuding its use, lest a dangerous 
habit of abuse be contracted. 

We have casually asked several physicians 
their views on the subject, and we have found 
none yet who confessed that they had created 
drunkards by their remedies. 

Better sources of information are reports of 
inebriate asylums. In Dr.JosEPH PARRISH’S 
excellent essay ov the classification of inebri- 
ates (noticed in the: REPORTER, current vol- 
ume, page 172), that careful student of ine- 
briety aud its exciting causes enters very 
fully into the habits and incidents that lead 
to the habit. His statements are not opinions 
merely but a transcript of the records of hun- 
dreds of lives daikened by this misfortune. 
The y nowhere mention the prescription of al- 
coholic medicines by regular physicians as a 
cause. They do, however, include “quack med- 
icines,” the “ bitters”? and ‘ tonics,’’ which 
encourage tippling under specious pretexts. 


Dr. PARRISH says “‘ the following reasons 
are constantly urged by inebriates and their 
friends as reasons for the use of intoxicants, 
namely: ‘loss of property,’ ‘intense stady,’ 
“domestic d fficulties,’ ‘ political excitement,’ 
‘intense application to business,’ ‘ disappoint- 
ed expectations,’ “want of employment,’ 
‘use of quack meciciues,’ ‘mental apxiety,’ 
eic., etc. 

“Who of us does not immediately recognize 
these as among the commonly reputed ‘ causes’ 
of the intemperance of those who seek the 
shelter of the institutions under our care ?”’ 
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Another witness whom we can call to tes- 
tify to similar effect is Dr. PALUEL DE Mar- 
MON, of New York. In a well-considered 
pamphlet we have lately received from him 
on the subject of the moral and criminal re- 
sponsibility of inebriates (‘* Medico-Legal Con- 
siderations upon Alcoholism”) he says : 

“When we want to treat a disease we al- 
ways try to find its cause. When this last is 
found it is often an indication for the treat- 
ment. 

“Now, in ninety cases out of a hundred 
érunkenness is firat contracted by imitation 
and politeness ; for it is considered very im- 
polite by some individuals to refuse to drink 
when invited to join in. It soon becomes a 
habit, and then constitutes one of the most 
incurabls diseases. Every additional glass is 
one more stitch in that other Nessus’ tunic, 
called chronic alcoholism, and for which, when 
once entangled in its folds, it is impossible to 
come out, and, Hercules-like, the drunkard, 
dies in the most wretched agony.” 

In the ten per cent. remaining we must 
look for all the victims of the doctors, as well 
as those overcome by other influences. Clearly 
Dr. De Marmon is not one of the “ thorough- 
bred” species of physicians who prompt the 


Evangelist. 

Those who would investigate the subject 
closely must not take the drunkard’s word at 
once. He is ever ready to shift the responsi- 
bility, and to blame others for the disgrace he 
has brought upon himself. As Dr. BEARD: 
very justly remarks : 

‘For years one may indulge in seeret 
drinking, without the knowledge of wife or- 
child, of parent or brother. When, finally, 
the sabit has become a tyrant, and the man 
reels in public shame to his dour, and before 
the eyes of trusted friends, the temptation to. 
supplement drunkenness’ by lying and slan- 
der, and to attribute all his woes to some 
medical prescription that may or may not. 
have been given him during the previous 
quarter or half century of his life, is so great 
that it is no wonder it is so frequently yielded 
to.” 

We shall be pleased to have the results of 


the observations of such of our readers as can 
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give us reliable records on this momentous 
question. And we assure all thai even if 
their records conflict with dur own views 
they shall not be suppressed—an example we 
propose to set for some other journals, which 
speak more than we do of the beauties of 
truth and fairness. 

THE UNITY AND GENESIS OF DISEASES 

One of the most serious objections to the 
exclusively practical and experimental method 
of studies now adopted in natural science is 
that the lessons of history are disregarded. 
Indeed who, nowadays, cares anything about 
the. past of science? There is not to our 
knowledge a single professor or teacher of 
the‘history of medicine in America. There is 
not in American’ medical literature a single 
volume on the history of disease. 

As a consequence of this ignorance, much 
thought and labor are thrown away upon 
medical researches as useless or as hopeless as 
the quest of a perpetual motion. 

Take for example the subject of the “ unity 
of disease,’’ an inquiry which has exercised 
the brains of semi-scientific students time out 
of mind. Yettheclear insight of the father 
of medicine, HIPPOCRATES himself, recog- 
nized its futility, and he distinctly declared its 
attainment impossible, saying that the pro- 
cesses of nature resemble a circle, without 
beginning and without end, and of which the 
human eye can never see but a portion. Only 
in the tract “On Airs,’ falsely attributed to 
him, is the proximate principle of morbid 
phenomena stated, and with what weakness 
may be seen from the following extract. 
“* The nature of all diseases is the same; they 
differ only in their seat. Their essence is 
one, and so is the cause that produces them. 
But what is this cause? This I shall explain 
It is the air, the breath.” 

Such vague dreaming is not one whit wider 
the mark than the theory of Dr. Dickson, 
enunciated some forty years ago, that all dis- 
eases arise from a disturbance of the electri- 
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cal condition of the brain leading to an aug. 
mentation or diminution in the movements 
of the constituent atoms of the body. This, 
too, we are ready to laugh at. But we at 
tend gravely and accept almost without ques- 
tion the so-called demonstrations of the fash- 
ionable theory of the day, that all disease 
arises from germs. It may be that our chil- 
dren will laugh at that. 


Any search for the primal cause of disease 
is contrary to sound reasoning. We never 
search first causes in studying nature. Least 
of all should we waste time in such endeavors 
in medicine. Any possible unity must be one 
of two kinds—a unity of phenomena, or else, 
to borrow a theological expression, a hyposta- 
tical unity, a oneness of nature, but exhibited 
under diverse phenomena. 


Now the veriest tyro in the logic of science 
must see that any such unity as this latter 
cannot be discovered by observation and ex- 
periment, which deal with phenomena solely. 
We are thus thrown back on the former possi- 
bility. Here the practical difficulty meets us 
of estimating the relative value of morbid 
phenomena. They are infinitely various; as 
the medical historian RENOUARD justly re- 
marks, and as every young practitioner learns 
to his cost as soon as he leaves the lecture 
room for the bedside, ‘‘ Nature perhaps never 
produces two morbid states absolutely identi- 
cal.” 


Within the present century we have seen 
eminent teachers diametrically opposed on 
the value of the most prominent symptoms, 
PrnkL, for example, regards periodicity as 80 
subordinate and secondary a characteristic of 
fever that he leaves it out of account alto- 
gether; while Dr. Dickson estimated it a8 
that beyond all others most important, and 
sees it in gout, toothache, and every other 
complaint. 


In fact, the question of the unity of disease 
is in the same category with those of the uni- 
ty of the human race, and of languages. No 
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judicious ethnologist or l'nguist now writes on 
those questions. 

But this does not prevent the study of the 
historical genesis of individual diseases, and 
groups of disease, being possible, profit- 
able and eminently praiseworthy. Indeed, 
this study, if better understood and more sedu- 
lously cultivated, would throw a most desirable 
light on practical medicine. 

We shall illustrate our meaning by one of 
the best known and sharply defined groups of 
diseases—the exanthemata. We venture to 
say that the large majority of our readers con- 
sider these maladies—meas:es, scarlet fever, 
small-pox, and chicken-pox—as positively 
distinct in nature and origin as is possible. 
They can even remember that this and that 
learned investigator has announced that he 
has discovered the identical fungus peculiar to 
each, and the cause of each. 

Yet there is no fact more positively proven 
in the history of disease than that all the ex- 
anthemata are variations from one original 
type. They have all arisen within the period 
of modern European history; they can be 
traced back unmistakably to an epoch when 
all their forms were blended in ons, from 
which they differentiated as time progressed 
influenced by varied surroundings, and vari 
ous constitutions. A conscientious study of 
their fluctuations and gradual growth into the 
forms in which we now know them, would be 
one of the most suggestive and fruitful con- 
tributions which could be made to medical lite- 
rature. As SYDENHAM remarked: “ Non 
possunt presentes morbi cognosci, nisi ex pre 
terita temporum constitutione.”’ 

There is neithersameness nor oneness in 
disease. The “change of type’? which has 
been the theme of so much barren discussion, 
has forever been and will forever be going on. 
There is no permanence in symptoms, for 
there is none in the morbid states which give 
them origin. Here as elsewhere throughout 
the reams of nature is an endless fluctuation, 
a ceaseless changing, aconstant welling up of 
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new and strange forms, an equally constant 


disappearance of familiar characteristics : 


‘Ein ewiges Meer, 
Ein wechselnd’ Weben.’’ 


THE PRESBYTERIAN HOSPITAL. 

In speaking of the Presbyterian Hospitai 
of this city a few weeks since, we estimated 
the value of the property donated by Rev. 
Dr. SAUNDERs and his wife at $50,000. We 
have since learned that its value is much nearer 


$150 ,000. 
The alterations and repairs to the buildings 


intended to be used temporarily.for the Pres- 
byterian Hospital are being rapidly carried on 
under the supervision of the committee, of 
which Rey. William O. Johnston, D. D.,.is 
chairman, and it is expected they will be 
ready for eccupation in about one month. 
Plans for the new building were laid before 
the ministerial association at their meeting 
on the 25th. 

The indefatigable agent, Rev. Dr. Saun- 
DERS, having thus fulfilled his first engage- 
ment to collect $100,000, and got the iustitu- 
tion in a fair way to be opened for the recep- 
tion of patients within a month, now proposes, 
we understand, to collect a fund of $600,000, 
to erect appropriate permanent buildings, in 
anticipation of the centennial celebration of 
1876. 
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Promotion. 

We take pleasure in announcing that Dr. J. 
H. Baxter, for some time assistant medical 
purveyor, has been promoted to the position 
of chief medical purveyor, U.S. A., and con- 
firmed in that position by the Senate. This is 
a position of great:responsibility, as the chief 
medical purveyor has supervision of all 
matters pertaining to the purchase of medical 
and hospital supplies for the army. This 
tribute to a deserving officer, as well as to the 
volunteer medical staff of the late war, is very 
gratifying, as Dr. BAXTER was the only one 
of their number who was selected for a higher 
position than assistant surgeon in the regular 
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service, when the army was reorganized after 
the close of the war, and his selection for this 
position is an admirable one. 

We understand that the promotion will not 
interfere with the completion of the report of 
the medical statistics of the provost marshal 
general’s bureau, now being prepared by Dr. 
BaxTER, and nearly completed. 


-~* ened 
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Medical Study in London. 
LONDON, February, 1872. 
Eps. MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER : 


For the practical study of medicine Lon- 
don, doubtless, excells any other city in the 
world. The number and varied character of 
the hospitals, the great amount of clinical 
material constantly presenting itself at these 
institutions, and the wide reputation of the 

hysicians and surgeons in charge, constitute 
or the medical student a rare embarras de 
richesses. 

’ After he has made his first grand round of 
observation, two puzzling questions come up 
fur consideration: in what direction tofirst turn 
his attention, and how best to systematize his 
time, too short for the numerous deminds upon 
it. The answers will, of course, vary with the 
particular objectsin view in each individual 
case. Every one will find abundant food for 
elth r opacial or general study. Access is 
readily had to the hospitals, lectures, mu- 
seums and libraries. 

The cost of living in London, for a medical 
student or practitioner stopping here for 
study, is not less than in Philade!phia, con- 
trary to the general opinion. I doubt, indeed, 
whether the latter is not the cheaper city. It 
certainly was before the war. I have con- 
versed on this subject with several American 
physicians, who have been here for some time 
visiting the hospitals, and they all agree that 
it is not possible to lodge and board for a less 
price than in our own large cities. This fact, 
to prevent disappointment, should be borne 
in mind by those who look forward to benefit- 
ing themselves by the immense clinical ad- 
vantages of this great city. 

To the young physician of some years 
erpep ets ew months spent in London cannot 

ail to be of great interest and profit. He may 
be quite sure of a cordial reception and open 
doors. It is par'icularly in connection with 
the “ out patient” department of the hospitals 
that he will find unequaled opportunities 
extended him. The ‘‘ out-patients”’ are those 
who visit the hospital for treatment, as distin- 
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guished from those who have beds in the 
hospital. They are, of course, therefore, all 
walking cases. Each day there is in atten. 
dance, in turn, o-e of the physicians or sur. 
geons of the hospital to meet them. This 
physician, who is one of the most prominent 
men in his department in London, examines 
and treats, as ifat his own private office, with 
the aid of his assistants, each patient, a task of 
many hours. An American of industrious hab- 
its, and possessed of some exp*rience, can read- 
ily associate himself with the physicians of a 
number of hospitals, not as a spectator, but as 
an assistant. He will thus acquire in a short 
time a practical training, under the best auspi- 
ces, in investigating cases, and a close insight 
into current therapeutics and surgery, which 
will amply repay him for his outlay of time and 
money in crossing the Atlantic. These re- 
marks are especially true of new and venereal 
diseases, diseases of the eye, of the heart and 
lungs, and of women. 

The surgical clinics are conducted here, as 
a rule, with much less attention to demonstra- 
tion than in our own hospitals and colleges. 
For iostance, at aclinic of Sir Wm. Fereus- 
on’s, which I have just attended at King’s 
College Hospital, he scarcely addressed a.score 
of sentences to the class during the hour in 
which he operated for fistula in ano, hair lip 
and cancer of the breast. What little was 
said in each case was after the operation, 
which was immediately commenced, sc soon 
as the patient was brought in and chloro- 
formed, without a preliminary word as to the 
diagnosis or history. Sir Wm. FeraGuson I 
may mention, en passant, most strickingly rée- 
sembles in form and feature Prof Gross. 

The seats in the lecture and clinical theaters 
are somewhat differently arranged from those 
in Our own colleges. In most instances there 
is uo support for the back. They are all fur- 
nished with elevated seats against which one 
can lean while standing, the position of most 
of the class duriug an operation. 

Details in regard to methods of medical in- 
struction and study in London I reserve for 
future letters. Gro. H. NaPHeys, M. D. 


DOMESTIC. 


A Case of Triplets. 


Eps. MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER : 

I observe in the REPORTER of February 
24th an article from Dr. CRAMPTON on tri 
lets. As I have lately had a case which dif- 
fers from anything under my charge. for 
twenty years, and as itis these odd cases that 
most interest us, I have thought is might be 
worth while to siate it briefly: 

February Ist I was called, while eating 
my breakfast, to attend Mrs. M., set. 32, inher 
third confinement. It being a ten mile 
when I arrived I was cold, and while wari 
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ing myself I asked the midwife in attendance 
to tell me what she knew of the case. For a 
reply she reached under the bed and brought 
out a dead fetus, shrunken and nearly black, 
which, she said, had been expelled before 
daylight ; that there was only aslight pain at 
the time, and concluded by saying there had 
been no pain since, and all that was wanted 
of me was to remove the placenta. The 
mother now spoke and said there was a mo- 
tion yet. As I ran my finger up the cord she 
was taken with a violent pain, and as the 
membrane soon became ay tense I ruo- 
tured, and about a pint of liquor e-caped. 
Supposing the second stage had commenced I 
waited half an hour, and as there was no pain 
I again passed my finger up the cord, when 
she felt another pain, and I encountered 
another set of membranes, which I ruptured. 
Another half hour of idleness passed, and then 
another act, exactly like the two last, and the 
head came down, and again everything was 
quiet and easy. 

I tried for two hours to induce a pain with- 
out success ; it seemed every particle of mois- 
ture had gone; so I delivered with forceps, 
aftec waiting my usual time. The placenta 
was adherent, and in delivering it I found 
there was a curious shape to the fundus, but I 
brought away my hand with a single placenta 
and two cords attached ; the first one of course 
much shriveled. Now comes the strangest 

art. [again inserted my hand where the 
a ought to be, when I came to a stricture 
that reminded me of astring tied around a 
sack. By pressing gently with the index 
finger I soon had in my grasp the toes of an- 
other child, which I did not loose until it was 
born. There were no fluids,nor lochia, nor 
even a placenta for this last child. The moth- 
er did not lose over four ounces of blood, and 
has made a good recovery. The children were 
five months, and the two lived two or three 
hours. The first was a male and the others 
were females. 

This is the first time I ever knew a child to 
have a portion of the uterus set off for itself, 
and in such an unheard-of manner. I nearly 
— to state that this last child had a cord 
eight or ten inches long ; if it reached through 
the strictures and was attached to the placenta 
it escaped my notice. 

J. Burts, M. D. 

Onawa, Iowa, March 8, 1872. 


On Stiff.ning after Fractures. 
Eps. MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER: 


The closing remarks of Prof. D. Hays 
AGNEW, in his lectures on fractures of the 
radius and ulna, as reported in the MEDICAL 
AND SURGICAL REPORTER, yol. xxvi. No. 6, 
February 10, 1872, pare 117, have interested 
me very deeply, as I have had the misfortune 
to have a fracture of the humerus, which has 
been followed by stiffening of the wrist, thumb 
and fingers, in opposition to all passive 
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motion, friction, warm douches, warm bathing 
and stimulants. 

With all deference to the teachings and 
opinions of Prof. AGNEw, I may venture to 
suppose that the same morbid action which 
caused stiffening in my case, often, if not gen- 
erally, causes stiffening in fractures’ of the 
radius and ulna; and as the forearm, wrist 
and hand, including thumb and fingers in my 
case, received no injury, [ cannot believe that 
“ inflammatory adhesions of the tendons’”’ have 
taken place ; and yet, the state of the joints 
is, to all appearance and so far as I am able 
to judge, precisely like that which is often 
produced by fracture of the radius and ulna. 

In my case the hand and forearm,soon after 
the fracture of the humerus, became much 
swollen, hot, red, painful and sore or tender, 
so that careless handling and even gentle pas- 
sive movement of the joints caused extreme 
suffering, and this state continued, with little 
abatement, for weeks end months. It is now 
six months since the fracture took place, and 
the temperature of both hands is about alike 
at present. 

he medical gentlemen who have examined 
my case, and among them three or four pro- 
fessed surgeons, one of whom is a distinguish- 
ed professor, attribute the heat, redness, swell- 
ing and pain to impaired function of the gan- 
glionic or sympathetic nerve supplying the 
parts affected. 

That the ganglionic nerve was affected by the 
fractured bone seems highly probable, since 
some of the filaments of the sentient and mo- 
tor nerves were evidently injured, The thumb 
is somewhat benumbed and the index finger 
was so for a month or more. All the muscles 
which extended the hand and the first phalanx 
of the fingers are now entirely paralyzed, 
while the extensors of the second and third 
phalanges are not so in the least degree, nor 
are any of the flexor muscles. 

The joints of the hand are still inclined to 
become st:ff, and the soreness seems likely to 
remain untii the joints become anchylosed, 
when they will be easy, I hope, but useless. 

P. M., M. D. 

New Rochelle, N. Y., March 16, 1872. 
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News AND MISCELLANY. 


—At the recent commencement of the 
Chicago Medical College there were twenty- 
two graduates, one of the largest classes that 
has ever left the institution. 


— Seven women doctors — from 
the New England Female Medical College at 
its recent commencement. It is said that the 
college was never in so flourishing and favor- 
able a position as at the present time, but it 
needs liberal aid to complete the payment for 
its new building, and meet other liabilities. 
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——tThe fifty-first annual commencement | Mary Burdick, aged fifty years, committed 
of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy took | suicide while insane, on Sunday night, March 
pre op Friday, March 15th. The degree of | 17th, by drowning herself in a small stream 

raduate in Pharmacy was conferred on 59 | near Foushkeqpe’s, N. Y. 
graduates. Prof. J.M.Matscu deliveredthe| An insane German in St. Louis, August 
valedictory address. At the close of the #d-| Schacht, broke his wife’s skull in eight pieces, 
dress a very fine balance was presented to the | yesterday, with a heavy iron poker. 
college by the graduating class. 


——The forty-second annual commence- | ..———According to statistics published by Dr. 

ment of the yg York College of Pharmacy, Everat, a French physician, the following 
was held Tuesday evening, March 19th, in bumbers of persons die aunually of intemper- 
Association Hall. Prof. WILLIAM HzGEMan, | 22C@, viz.: In England, 50,000, of whom 12,000 
president of the college, presided, and con- TY samalee: pal Germany, 40,000; in Bussia, 
erred the degree of Graduate in Pharmacy ¥ 000; in Belg ee in Spain, 3,000; in 
onnine students. Prof. CHANDLER delivered | 1@Y, 1,800; in France, 1,500. 
the valedictory address. The prizes were ° 
distributed as follows: First prize, $100, MARRIED. 
Augustine G. Caille; second prize, $50, to J. 
H. Tucker, of Baltimore, who also won the 
Alumni Association prize, $50, for the best 
thesis; third prize, $50, to Charles F. Ringler, of 
New York; fourth prize, $50, to Frank 8. 
Jones, of New York, who also won the 
Squires prize. gers, M. D. 

——The Pennsylvania College of Dental a: D = rine 
Surgery in this city recently conferred the Hall, of 
degree of Doctor of Dental Surgery upon 27 | “Hitianp—Hivonrox, At the same time and place 

uates. Dr. Waiter Hilliard, and Miss Victoria H. Haughton, both 
pinot pe Beoant, commencement of the OLyene—ars. B Rev. W. ine AOdioon Lneioy Al 
iladelphi ental College there were | 4.%. ? aon ee? >’ | i fle 
thirty-t we AP a oi 8 oi B., daughter of Dr. Geo. 8. Hays, all of Alleghany 
—A Holtz electric machine, one of the | p-. a it Meslenor oul Rev dns tae sod ‘iias Secale 
largest and probably most effective in the | Graham, of West Freedom, Pa. 


world, was forwarded recently to the Univer- ere Kade cennte te baer ee Beton, 

2 Nett ae The revolviog-plate is Cornettus 0. By aed Fy Allentown, N.J., 
inches in diameter, and the machine is | Miss Fannie J. McDole, rr 

capable of giving an 18-inch spark, which will PO Tey Ww Wesseler ond iis Boghis, Gpleto, both 

pierce a plate of glass 84 inches thick. of St. Louis, Mo. 


es Jones Yr may bas been ap- DIED. 
inted Clinical Professor of Surgery in the - 
edical Department of the University of New et tein tek pa ee 
York. years, widow of the late Gainers Canfield, Mt. D., of 
ey, Dutchess county, New York. 
——Dr. W. C. TILDEN, professor of chemis- S DAYTON. —In ’ attewan, N. J. March 17th, Mrs, Day- 
s : » wido r. A. B. Davton. 
by in the Georgetown be igre has been | “Dops.—On Thursday, 2ist inst., Dr. J. Bovee Doda, in 
elected to the professorship of chemistry in | the 77th year of his age. t 
the Howard University. Fowimn—At Bast Ficbbill on Bareday, March > 
of pneumonia, Theodore Fowler, M. D., e 
——Mrs. Keep, widow of the late Henry | of his age. 
Keep, of New York city, has given $100,000 | , 244 DEMAN-—On the evening of the 19th inst., a 
to the Ophthalmic Hospital for the purpose of | Lerrzrman.—Dr. Jonathan Letterman, Medical Dinee 
enlarging its accommodations and making | i251: Ai%.tyem Gon ne afst Gor 
provision for the reception of free patients. Haight, and Coroner of San Francisco, and eminent oflcet 
——We learn that the University of New | 4nd distinguished Ss » protessionsl man and patriot # 
peg = ye paoane the de a _ ene MARSHALL.—Dr. E. G. Marshall, Assistant Surgeon X, 
on Dr. OMAS NICHOLSON, of New Orleans oon. senate 
pa nen Pr irony of the ” weekly scientific — pe = had 
column of the New Orleans Picayune has | im the finger during an 4 
furnished so much interesting aud valuable | ,M4BTI%-—In Magnolia, Delaware, March 13th Dr.J. 4: 
matter to the readers of that paper. Quictxy—In alcutte, Ohio, March 84, ‘Dr. Samad 
ears. » 2D 
Homicide peed SO oe 
omicides by Insane Persons. MITH. y morning, Ms 
dence of her son-in-law, Robert Jaffray, ly f 
The following additional instances of fatal wife of Dr. Albert Smith, of New- Le. 


suicidal and homicidal manta comes under our |, Berieeso™paneh go muahaha iy MES 











